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Greetings and welcome to Retromotive 
magazine! What is this new publication 

had to sum Retromotive up in one sentence 
it would be. We tell stories about cars and 
the people who drive them. Until now, 
you could only purchase Retromotive at 

is time to take the plunge and get out into 

colour the automotive landscape are 
as interesting to us as the machines 
themselves. Art, design, innovation and 

we possibly can into our story-telling, 
both visually and verbally. Our design 
philosophy is simple and clean. As such, 

issue actually). We save event coverage 

years as it is today. Our covers employ 
a bold graphic treatment and minimal 

art, not just a magazine.

Australia, as a blog style website in mid-

commercial work. 

those like-minded people again and hang 

photographers, writers and designers 

excited about this step and have pulled 

Retromotive and keep an eye out on your 

NATHAN DUFF

F R O NT E N D

When he is not out shooting classics or putting the magazine together, 



 W O R D S   I A I N  C U R R Y        I M A G E S   S A A M  G A B B Y 

ISO BIZZARRINI AC/3
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LEFT: 

For the automotive aesthete, 

was a near-unrivalled visual, 

colours over sleek, exotic bodywork was 
something extraordinary.

Even the drivers looked good: minimal 
sponsorship on simple race suits and 

smoking, bespectacled, and ultimately 

victory it was.

why he says he regularly drives it on his 
local roads, and occasionally stretches its 
legs at the track.

outright makes the drive experience all the 
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HAD BIZZARRINI STAYED AT FERRARI THIS IS WHAT THE 
NEXT GENERATION GTO WOULD HAVE LOOKED LIKE

his toys are worth several million apiece. 

most revered and valuable machines ever 
created. 

Quite the resume.

LEFT: 
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t

road car. 

today is arguably the most original product 

Ferrari this is what the next generation GTO 

and creates excitement wherever it lights. 

more balls-out when it was driven to ninth 

edge aerodynamics (hence the slab sides) 

cast rims.

LEFT: 

HOW  M A N Y  OT H E R  R AC E R S  T H AT  T O OK  T H E 
L E  M A NS  S TA RT  L I N E  I N  ’6 5  S T I L L  C I RC U L AT E 

A  PU BL IC  ROA D  S OM E W H E R E?
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LEFT: 

The body is as original, including its hand-

then went into retirement as personal and 

American actor Remington Olmsted at his 

race car dealer Gregor Fisken purchased it 
and had GTO Engineering re-commission 

the muscular burble turning to power-
packed roar as it loads up to the redline 
delivers enough aural pleasure to match the 

ago crossed the Alps in this very car to 

proud.

‘YOU DON’T WIN LE MANS BY LOOKING PRETTY’
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   D O D G E  C H A R G E R  440 
 W O R D S   D A N I E L  L A C K E Y       I M A G E S   W W W. C U R T E T. C O M



WThere are many cars one 
could consider great, 
but how many are truly 

they are united in a single design, one 
could argue that cultural impact becomes 
inevitable. To mid-century Americans, the 

outdo the next with ever-increasing engine 

had dominated racetracks up until it was 

consumption and joined the ranks alongside 

received by critics and consumers alike. 

with the hottest muscle car on the market. 

combined unbridled horsepower with the 
looks to arouse men and women alike. 
Gone was the slab-sided box and in its 
place were subtle curves, wide hips and a 
drawn-in waist. The hidden headlights and 
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to the consumer on a base level and had 
a human connection that was undeniable. 

and it is exactly why he came to own one.

Florian Flatau, a German native who 

American muscle.

a race car driver and our other neighbour 

looking towards American cars, mainly 

Florian had long set his heart on a second-

a tidy sum.

gained so much popularity over the years 

in Germany. That money went directly into 

always my ultimate muscle car.

Florian, but the best part was the price!
The price was so good and it looked so good. 

container come and the car was loaded, 

have the brakes done!

the mechanicals whilst still trying to drive 

RIGHT: 
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was the complete and original interior.

original buckets seats, original steering 

been through it mechanically.

the automatic on the muscle car. For that 

is better.

created something with universal appeal. 
The design was subtle yet communicated 
its intent directly. To look at it is to see 

language is just so pure and brutal, the 

and rear intersect, and just the simplicity 

Forming an impressive two-car solution, 

representing wildly opposing design 
values, but seeing them side by side 

continues to inspire him to design better 
cars that have the capacity to emote and 
connect with their owners. The next 

soundtrack).

RIGHT: 
and minimal, best suited to very dark colours.
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   N I C K  V E A S E Y
 X-RAY ART W O R D S   N AT H A N  D U F F

 I M A G E S   W W W. N I C K V E A S E Y. C O M

mould are generally popularised and 

classic cars, and these are spectacular!

not necessarily be the rarest or the most 
expensive car in some cases but is always 

cars. Excessive wiring, technology, 
crumple zones, speakers, lighting, airbags 
and so on become distracting when viewed 
holistically as an X-ray.
The project started a lot smaller in scale 
both in car and machine. Once Nick had 

hurdles to overcome. 

rust bucket that was going to be scrapped. 
We literally cut it up with an angle-
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M I N I
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1 9 7 2  S E R I E S  3  L A N D  R O V E R



more complicated it is and the more time 

necessary to overlap each piece to make 
up an image. ‘A door may be one shot, but 

need to be processed, scanned and put back 

Nick and the team worked systematically 

painstakingly labelling each image as 

working days producing the images, and 

post-production.

to produce the work without destroying 
the cars in order to continue the series. 
The X-ray community is a small one; 
and at about the same time that Nick was 

about to come on-line in Germany. The 
main building housing the specialty X-ray 

doing with X-ray machines and invited me 

the construction site in and we X-rayed 

room while the cars were being X-rayed, 

The standard X-ray machine Nick has in 

than the average household light bulb. The 

And yes, it is a very, very expensive process 

produce. 

to get owners to volunteer their cars to be 

owners love to have a talking point with 
other enthusiasts about their car being 

X-ray at www.nickveasey.com and 

www.thelyonsgallery.com
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1 9 5 7  C I T R O Ë N  2 C V
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1 9 5 5  M E R C E D E S - B E N Z  3 0 0 S L  G U L L W I N G
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1 9 9 8  F E R R A R I  F 4 0  G T E



S K I L L  A N D  D O G G E D  P E R S E V E R A N C E  L E D  T H E 

M A N  T O  A  F O R M U L A  O N E  T I T L E ,  V I C T O R Y 

A T  T H E  I N D I A N A P O L I S  5 0 0  A N D  D A Y T O N A 

5 0 0 ,  F O U R  I N D Y C A R  C H A M P I O N S H I P S ,  W I N S 

A T  P I K E S  P E A K  H I L L C L I M B ,  T H E  S E B R I N G 

1 2 - H O U R  A N D  A  P I T - L A N E  F U L L  O F  S P R I N T 

C A R  R A C E S .  I N  A L L ,  M A R I O  A N D R E T T I  W O N 

1 1 1  R A C E S  O V E R  F I V E  D E C A D E S  O N  T A R 

A N D  D I R T .  H E  I S  K N O W N  A S  O N E  O F  T H E 

G R E A T  D R I V E R S ,  N O T A B L Y  O N E  O F  T H E  M O S T 

V E R S A T I L E ,  O F  A L L  T I M E .

  M A R I O  A N D R E T T I

 W O R D S  B R U C E  M C M A H O N
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ario Andretti, suave and 
sophisticated American, 
is the motorsport legend 
who loves dark chocolate 

gelato.

car competitive and a competitive car a 

captive to motorsport. 

just wanted to make that decision on my 

especially, you know, when things were not 

(Not so blessed was brother Aldo who 
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ABOVE:



tried to keep an open 

want to ask me what 

that special memory, 
it means the world.  

sort and so there are no classics in his home 

the next one. The next one will be my best 

And while the champion said he could 

last race machine.

driving, and says he 

and guest passengers. 
‘On one particular 

month, put on about 

with a passenger, which is pretty good. A 

included there is a world championship 

I  NEVER HAD A 
PLAN B. I  DIDN’T 

KNOW HOW, 
BUT, SOMEHOW, 
I  WAS GOING TO 

FIGURE IT OUT.
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ABOVE: 



I F 
E V E R Y T H I N G 
S E E M S 
U N D E R 
C O N T R O L , 
Y O U ’ R E 
J U S T 
N O T 
G O I N G 
F A S T 
E N O U G H
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were the brands everyone understands, 

world champion. 

Rossi. Then you have 

suggested that you 
can change passports, 
but not your blood.  
‘Guess you have to 
try to emulate them, 

wheel.)

is headed in the right direction. 

keep an open mind. As long as it remains a 

the desire to pursue 

are always ways to go 
about it, to learn in 

become discouraged 

position to help and, 

nothing worthwhile was ever easy, but says 
he was driven by that burning desire that 
overcame drawbacks. 

W E  B E C A M E 
E N A M O U R E D 

W I T H  I T.  T H AT ’ S 
W H E R E  M Y 

D R E A M S  B E G A N , 
1 4  Y E A R S  O F 

AG E .
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ABOVE:  BELOW: 



 W O R D S   D A N I E L  L A C K E Y

 I M A G E S   W W W. A A R O N B R I M H A L L . C O M

    PO R S C H E  9 0 6
 THE LONG WAY HOME
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Northern France where, 

and the bold have gathered 

great loss and peril. Nineteen sixty-six 

behind all the hype there was another 

and sixth and securing the 2-litre prototype 

sports racing car. 

playing the short game, working hard and 

every year. While the world was watching 

constructing a cultural legacy.

on sports car domination, a year later 

and aluminium panels, replaced by a very 

recipe that would carry the team through 

tubular steel chassis concept was retained 
only this time the body was completely 
unstressed; the chassis was designed to 
bear all the load so the bodywork could be 
made as thin and lightweight as possible. 





63





65

long-term investment 
in engineering, in a 
year when just two out 

the line, wearing the 

which was built to play the role in that recent 

the guy who built them insisted that the 

story.

gets a knock on the door saying, hey, we 

little overwhelmed, he 
reaches out to a couple 
buddies and says, keep 
it on the down-low but 

interested, let them 
know which ones are 
prop cars, which ones 
are track-ready and that 

hours, all 88 cars were 
sold.

over that evening to watch my son while 

 I  D R OV E  T H AT 
C A R  8 0 0 

M I L E S 
I N  T H E 

M I D D L E 
O F

 S U M M E R ! '



WHEN I GOT TO VEGAS I HIT TRAFFIC. 
IT WAS 107 (F) OUTSIDE AND INSIDE THE 

CAR IT WAS 130 DEGREES.
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I T ’ S  ST R E E T 
L E G A L 

S O  I  AC T UA L LY 
G E T  TO 

DA I LY  T H I S 
T H I N G .

everything locks down.

hardest time trying 

because transportation 
was down, or people 

these issues. Finally, 
when things started 

screw it, this thing 
was built as close as it 
can be to the original 
so it must have blinkers, tail lights, brake 

here who owns a dealership and he gave 

Nineteen-sixties racing cars are not known 
to have great ventilation and they certainly 
never had air-conditioning. What was the 

an inch thick between me and the motor. 

open both gullwing doors and riding like 

boxers, just sweating.

car made it back to Utah without issue, 

now sees daily use. ‘The great thing is 

million car, it drives 

so when presented with the opportunity to 

great back story, he thought, this might be 

starring role on the silver screen and daily 
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H O L D E N  H U R R I C A N E

W O R D S   J O H N  W R I G H T   P H O T O G R A P H Y  G M  A U S T R A L I A
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executives. The new Technical 

improvement.

were styled by the Americans and sent 

conceived to develop a brilliant new 
prototype which would showcase the genius 

‘to study design trends, propulsion systems 

were likely to have been executed in the 

to its market leadership posed by Ford 

Nevertheless, there was awareness within 
the organisation that some more educated 

in part have been conceived to show that 
the engineers and designers employed by 

LEFT: 
outer space!



GTR-X, a sports coupe that was indeed intended 
to arrive in the showroom. This engine sat behind the passenger compartment 



77

rear were swing axles with trailing links pivoted 

discs:

on the wheel hubs.
The whole unit is encased in an aluminium alloy 
housing attached to the steering knuckle.

diameter piston applied by hydraulic pressure 
through a master cylinder using hydraulic oil.

converted to heat in the oil, which is then 
dissipated through brake-cooling radiators 
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LEFT: 
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brakes has been carried out in Australia, 
although the idea is, we believe, American 
in origin.

arrangements. A power-operated perpex 

and steering wheel are simultaneously 
raised, the seats also moving out laterally. 

until the turret is locked in place and the 

belt. There is an integral rollbar.
Rear vision is handled by a closed-circuit 
television monitor relaying its story to a 
monitor in the electronic digital-display 
instrument panel.  There is integrated 
climate control air-conditioning and an 
auto-seek radio. Those levitating seats are 

magnets embedded in the road relay their 
signals to a computer inside the car.

insulated mountings. The paintwork is a 

announced an utterly realistic high-

our customers a chance to buy something 
really special. 

spent years in a private collection and 

(unbelievably!) apprentices practised their 
welding skills!

LEFT: 
graphics!



B O B  L U T Z  I S  A 

C A R  G U Y .  T H E 

U L T I M A T E  C A R 

G U Y ,  S A Y  S O M E . 

T H E  S W I S S -

B O R N  A U T O 

E X E C U T I V E ,

8 9 , S A Y S  H E ’ S 

‘ O F T E N  W R O N G 

B U T  N E V E R  I N 

D O U B T ’ .

W O R D S   B R U C E  M C M A H O N  
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A credo that drove the man to 

heads with style and substance. 

critically lauded, books on the North American 

ultimate bean-counter; and that while celebrated 

behind the scenes.

the auto industry.

aeroplanes and the ability to make both dreams 

European makes. The lad was taken by the 
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‘ I F  Y O U ' V E 
D R I V E N  A N 

E A R L Y  B E E T L E 
O N  W E T 

C O B B L E S T O N E S , 
T H E R E ' S  N O 
A M O U N T  O F 

S U D D E N 
O V E R S T E E R 
Y O U  C A N ' T 

H A N D L E .’  

where he helped develop 

early work as a no-nonsense executive who 
rebelled against automotive-business-by-the-

the Australian two-door, 

would prove an instant 
cult classic as a reborn 

that made the original 

machines and sedans 

Americans, and neither 

critics suggest he could ‘sell water to a drowning 

operation. There was no hierarchical corporate 



 I M A G E  ©   S U N E  E R I K S E N
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even bothered to set it on track or competition 



 W O R D S   N AT H A N  D U F F

 I M A G E S   W W W.T H O M A S S C H O R N . D E

    G R A N D  P R I X  N O I R E

 THOMAS SCHORN
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PREVIOUS PAGE: LEFT: 
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As a motorsport enthusiast, Thomas has 

little nine-year-old boy that thing scared 

To stand there still smelling the rubber 

‘With the big car brands, you need to have a 

depending on the light, environment and 

Working as an advertising photographer, 
Thomas travels extensively to shoot 

will extend my stay in the region beyond 

most tracks and has a good idea on which 
section and what perspective he wants 

been some challenges along the way: ‘The 

series may never be complete, ‘there are 
so many great racetracks around the world 

www.thomasschorn.de
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ABOVE:  BELOW:
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ABOVE & BELOW:



 W O R D S   J U S T I N  J A C K Y

 I M A G E S   Z A C H  B R E H L

    M E R C E D E S - B E N Z

 CLK GTR
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racetrack (with varied success), they were 
still predominantly road cars at heart. The 

script on traditional processes by building 
cars with racing victories as a priority and 

ever to touch public roads is undoubtedly 

early critics, it was another outlandishly 
expensive supercar, but over time it has 

(still a separate company back then), and 
both parties agreed to develop a ground-up 

countries, it might seem ridiculous 

new engine in what was then the leading 
chassis on the scene, whilst also tweaking 

rough start due to mechanical issues, with 

: 
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 THE MERCEDES-BENZ CLK GTR SOON BECAME 
ONE OF THE MOST RESPECTED AND COLLECTED 

SUPERCARS EVER MADE



OBJECTIVE: T
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a third car was added to the team and the 

bringing home two team championships 

dominance over those two years, no 

class was scrapped altogether. 

The concept was simple: keep the car as 
close to authentic as possible, while not 
letting costs escalate beyond an already 

leather, audio system, and air-conditioning 

and storage was added to each door. The 

and road version is the looped rear wing 
which integrated into the bodywork, as 

overnight icon, thanks to its consistent race 

surprisingly, lay under the bonnet. While 

ENTHUSIASTS WILL AGREE THAT THE 1990S WAS 
AN ABSURD ERA FOR SUPERCARS
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THIS PAGE: 



109

WE'VE SEEN LOTS OF HOMOLOGATION SPECIALS 
OVER THE YEARS, MANY OF THEM EXTRAORDINARY, 

BUT NOTHING QUITE COMPARES TO THIS.

manual clutch, in contrast to modern dual-
clutch set-ups.

to improve aerodynamic stability at high 

whispered.

and the rear wing received a black ‘bolt-

The three-pointed star was enlarged and 
integrated in the grille (as opposed to 

was louder and more excitable than its 

a very exclusive production line, rounding 

planet.

most respected and collected supercars 

a purely motorsport perspective, the 

its own. 
The two cars featured in this article belong 

is owner of the world’s largest collections 
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SUCH WAS THE CLK’S DOMINANCE OVER THOSE TWO 
YEARS, NO MANUFACTURER WANTED TO COMPETE 

AGAINST MERCEDES-BENZ AND SUBSEQUENTLY, THE 
GT1 CLASS WAS SCRAPPED ALTOGETHER.





113

A  D E F E N D E R  I N  I C E L A N D
W O R D S   E M M A  W O O D C O C K   P H O T O G R A P H Y  W W W. C U R T E T. C O M



shouldering up, its whites and blacks broken only be 

he pledged to make his eleventh a love letter to the 
landscape. 

companion vanished as he drew each composition 
together. ‘Taking pictures is a very intense emotional 

Reaching out over uninhabited landscapes, his 
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wanted to really think, to see what the country would 

awaken our senses and let ourselves discover. That, a bird but my drones let me experience what they 

textural, the aerial images dreamlike.
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WE HAVE TO FORGET EVERYTHING WE KNOW AND 
GET RID OF THE THINGS WE BRING TO A PLACE AS 

FOREIGNERS, SO WE CAN AWAKEN OUR SENSES 
AND LET OURSELVES DISCOVER.

The third dimension has been integral to 
telling this story and its personal impact. 

creative reactions above all else, helping 
him create unusually dynamic automotive 

look at the world every day, searching over 

camera, and who you are personally. The 

some three decades ago. An enthusiastic 
competitor in his own right, he started 



THIS PAGE: 
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tests and races. A leap into commercial 

around the world to cover motorcycle Grand 

advertising campaigns. As time went on, 

photos really show the experience we were 

shots clutter glaciers with tent canvas and 
sleeping bags, while others bounce along 

never saw that as a disadvantage. ‘Travel 

that through in France or try something 

THE MORE I KNOW ABOUT THE WORLD, THE 
MORE CURIOSITY I FEEL, 

THE MORE IT BRINGS ME INSPIRATION
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YOU DON’T NEED TO GO FAST, YOU DON’T NEED 
TO BE COMFORTABLE, BUT YOU DO 

NEED TO TRAVEL.

have developed his creative process in the 
years since. ‘The teams are bigger, the 
ideas are bigger, the locations are bigger 

‘The move has given everybody a new story: 

kids to have that experience. Travelling 

personal projects in new directions too, 

stories that end in new places but the global 

and let it pass. Things go away naturally 

make a touching souvenir, and one he still 

adventures.

he explains, ‘so the best story is always the 

And he will return. There are just other 
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B M W ’ S  M  D I V I S I O N  H A S  B E E N 

C R E A T I N G  S P E C I A L I S T  V E R S I O N S 

O F  B M W  C A R S  F O R  O V E R  5 0 

Y E A R S .  T H E  C O M B I N A T I O N  O F 

A  C U L T U R E  O F  E N G I N E E R I N G 

S U P E R I O R I T Y  A N D  A  P A S S I O N  F O R 

B L U R R I N G  T H E  L I N E S  B E T W E E N 

R O A D  A N D  T R A C K  E N G I N E S  H A S 

S E E N  T H I S  R E V E R E D  D I V I S I O N 

P R O D U C E  M A N Y  O F  T H E  G R E A T E S T 

D R I V I N G  M A C H I N E S  I N  T H I S  H A L F 

C E N T U R Y . 

W O R D S   C O L I N  F A B R I  I M A G E S   Z A C H  B R E H L
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visible aerodynamic aids, became 

division team was increased in size and 

division has been involved in creating 

and is also credited with the development 

importantly, was also built-in right-

engine capacity was increased.

variable valve timing, this engine had 

E 3 6  M 3
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https://avxlive.icu/


https://avxlive.icu/


six-cylinder engine. 

obvious are those stunning side mirrors that are 
modern, aerodynamic and add a pure sporting 

and versions had boot lid spoilers, while others 

seats, revised tacho and speedometer, traction 
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a shorter gear action and closer ratios in the 
lower gears. A revised suspension decreased 
body roll and reduced ride height in order to 

in time.

to pump up the guards and add wild wings 

the engine. The six-cylinder engine is pure 
kilowatt engineering at its best. The straight 
six is a double overhead cam design with 

bodies, the engine is turbine-like smooth and 



produced engine with all the reliability and 

going track version to meet race homologation 

wider audience. This explains the multiple 
versions (coupe, sedan and convertible) and 
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lightened and given additional power via more 

engine.

classic straight six. Accompanying this engine 
upgrade was a six-speed manual gearbox. 

gearbox was essentially the same as the manual 
with steering mounted panels to select gears 
and an automated clutch system operated by an 
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a single throttle body rather than the multiple 

was upgraded with a higher compression ratio, 

the sports seats and carbon interior trim pieces 
everywhere you look. This GT model also 
had some modest weight saving with the use 

created as a homologation special to compete 

a road test its clear the road car is aligned with 

in.

LEFT: 
highlights.

M 3  G T
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engine department, and made an additional 

a continuously variable cam system, as opposed 

The Euro spec version was never sold in the 

via an importation loophole. At the time, the 

public. The yellow coupe in this stunning 

E U R O  S P E C  M 3

LEFT:
six-speeder.
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LEFT: 

an

radio, alarm system and cruise control were all 

and less insulation added throughout the entire 
vehicle, as well as aluminium door skins all 
contributing to reducing the weight to around 

however it is widely estimated at around 

the car. The rear spoiler is elevated with side 
extensions and the decals cover a reasonable 

and not rattle your teeth out on the drive home.

M 3  L T W  ‘ L I G H T W E I G H T ’



design language that would become iconic attributes 

M C K I N L E Y  T H O M P S O N  J R .
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